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Concerns with research ethics have intensified over recent years,
in large part as a symptom of “audit cultures” (M. Strathern) but
also as a serious matter of engagement with the ethical complexi-
ties in contemporary research fields. This volume, written by a
new generation of scholars engaged with contemporary global
movements for social justice and peace, reflects their efforts in
trying to integrate their scholarly pursuits with their understand-
ing of social science, politics and ethics, and what political com-
mitment means in practice and in fieldwork. This is a book of
argument and analysis, written with passion, clarity and intellectu-
al sophistication, which touches on issues of vital significance to
social scientists and activists in general. 
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“A grippingly honest account of the dilemmas of being an engages
anthropologist in a world where taking sides has become increas-
ingly complex. These courageous authors strip back the mask of
objectivity in fieldwork and confront head-on the limits of empathy
and the sometimes disturbing ethical conditions under which they
obtained their knowledge. An original and powerful call for partiali-
ty despite the pitfalls. A must-read for all aspiring anthropolo-
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